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PRELUDE MUSIC 
Dr. James H. Seay, III, Director of Music 

Dr. Joshua H. Coble, Assistant Director of Music and Organist 
Dr. Sallye York, Pianist 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Kingsfold                         by John Ness Beck  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hear My Prayer            Arranged by Moses Hogan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jesus Calls Us                        Arranged by Joy Patterson 

Mabs Seay, Mezzo-Soprano and Cindy Platt, Clarinet 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 

The Cathedral Choir of FUMC Montgomery 
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THE SERVICE OF COMMISSIONING   
 

ENTRANCE 
 

WELCOME                                 Dr. Chris Montgomery 
 
OPENING VOLUNTARY  Choral   Op. 37                              by Joseph Jongen 
 
CHIMING OF THE TRINITY 
            
CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP       Praise to the Lord, the Almighty          Arranged by Dan Bird      
                     
*PROCESSIONAL HYMN 139           Praise to the Lord, the Almighty       LOBE DEN HERREN 
 

*Stand as you are able. 
 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise him, for he is thy health and salvation! 

All ye who hear, now to his temple draw near; 
join me in glad adoration! 

 
 

Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things so wondrously reigning 
bears thee on eagle’s wings, e’er in his keeping maintaining.     

God’s care enfolds all, whose true good he upholds. 
Hast thou not known his sustaining?  

 
 

Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work and defend thee; 
surely His goodness and mercy here daily attend thee. 

Ponder anew what the Almighty can do, 
who with His love doth befriend thee. 

       
 

Praise to the Lord, who doth nourish thy life and restore thee, 
fitting thee well for the tasks that are ever before thee. 

Then to thy need God as a mother doth speed, 
spreading the wings of grace o’er thee. 

 
Interlude 

 
Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him! 

All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before him! 
Let the Amen sound from his people again; 

gladly forever adore Him. 
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*GREETING AND PRAYER                                        Dr. Jim Sanders 
           
The grace of Jesus Christ be with you all. 
 
And also, with you. 
 
We come together to praise God, to hear the Holy Word, and to seek for ourselves and others the power, 
presence, and direction of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Eternal God, by Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit you gave to your apostles many excellent gifts. 
Give your grace to all servants of your church, that we may with diligence and faithfulness fulfill 
our various ministries.  Grant that we, your people, may follow where you lead, perfect our 
ministries, and live in joyful obedience to your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 
 
 

 
RECOGNITION OF OUR COMMON MINISTRY 

AND REAFFIRMATION OF OUR BAPTISMAL VOWS 
 

The Bishop addresses the congregation: 
 

Ministry is the work of God, done by the people of God. Through baptism all Christians are made part 
of the priesthood of all believers, the Church, Christ’s body made visible in the world.  We all share in 
Christ’s ministry of love and service for the redemption of the human family and the whole of creation. 
 
Therefore, in celebration of our common ministry, I call upon all God’s people gathered here: 
 
 Remember you are baptized and be thankful. 
 
 We reaffirm our baptism and our common call to ministry.  Thanks be to God! 
 

 
The congregation is seated. 

 
 

PRESENTATION 
 
Bishop:  Who presents these candidates to be commissioned? 
 
                                                                All Laity Respond:  

 
We have recommended them in our local congregations. 

We present them with our prayers and support. 
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Members of the Board of Ordained Ministry Respond: 
 

We have examined these candidates according to the standards of our Discipline 
and this annual conference of The United Methodist Church. 

We present them with our prayers and support.  
  

All Elders in Full Connection Respond: 
 

We present CJ Brown, Kelli Hitchman-Craig,  Elizabeth Hinton, Matt Jordan, Bobbi Lassiter, 
and Jeffery Postell for commissioning as  

provisional members preparing for ordained ministry as elders. 
 

All Deacons in Full Connection Respond: 
 

We present Ashlee Brown and Tony Jeck for commissioning as provisional members preparing 
for ordained ministry as deacons.   

We present them with our prayers and support. 

 
After all the candidates have been presented, they remain standing, and the Bishop says: 

These persons are by God’s grace to be commissioned for set apart ministry in Christ’s Holy Church. 
Those authorized by the Church to inquire about them have discerned that they are persons of sound 
learning and of Christian character, possess the necessary signs of God’s grace, and have demonstrated a 
profound commitment to serve Jesus Christ. Therefore, they believe them to be duly called to serve God. 
 
We ask you, people of God, to declare your assent to the commissioning of these persons. Do you trust 
that they are worthy, by God’s grace, to be commissioned?  
 
We do! Thanks be to God! 
 
Will you uphold them in their ministry? 
 
With God’s help, we will.    
                                          
                                          The Bishop and candidates are seated.   
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PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE 
 

 
ANTHEM                    O Love                   Arranged by Elaine Hagenberg 
               
*GOSPEL LESSON    John 12:20-26              Rev. June Jernigan 
 Reader:  This is the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 People:  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
   
SERMON                          “Time to Step Up”                  Bishop David Graves 
                         Ecclesiastes 3:1 and 2 Corinthians 6:1-11 
 

The congregation may be seated. 
 
*THE APOSTLES CREED 
 
Do you believe in God? 
 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
Maker of heaven and earth. 
 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, 
God’s only Son, our Lord, 
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  

 
The congregation may be seated.  
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THE OFFERING                                     Rev. Tony Jeck 
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM           O God, Beyond All Praising     Arranged by Richard Proulx 
 
*THE DOXOLOGY 
 

 
After the Doxology, the congregation may be seated and all candidates remain standing for the General 

Examination. 
 

 
                                         THE GENERAL EXAMINATION 
 
My sisters and brothers in Christ, you have been called to a commissioned status in set apart ministry. 
The church now confirms your calling. 
 
As commissioned ministers, you are to be coworkers with all the people of God:  
with laity, bishops, elders, deacons, local pastors, provisional members, diaconal ministers,  
deaconesses, home missioners, supply pastors, and with all who serve God in the Church. 
 
Remember you are called to serve rather than to be served, to proclaim the faith of the church and no 
other, to look after the concerns of God above all. 
 
So we may know you believe yourselves to be called by God and that you profess the Christian faith, we 
ask you: 
 
Do you believe that God has called you to the life and work of licensed ministry? 
 
I do so believe. 
 
Do you believe in the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit and confess Jesus Christ as your Lord 
and Savior? 
 
I do so believe and confess. 
 
Are you persuaded that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments contain all things necessary for 
salvation through faith in Jesus Christ and are the unique and authoritative standard for the church’s 
faith and life? 
 
I am so persuaded, by God’s grace. 
 
Will you be faithful in prayer, in the study of the Holy Scriptures, and with the help of the Holy Spirit 
continually rekindle the gift of God that is in you?  
 
I will, with the help of God. 
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Will you do your best to pattern your life in accordance with the teachings of Christ? 
I will, with the help of God. 
 
Will you, in the exercise of your ministry, lead the people of God to faith in Jesus Christ,  
to participate in the life and work of the community, and to seek peace, justice, and freedom for all 
people? 
 
I will, with the help of God. 
 
Will you be loyal to The United Methodist Church, accepting and upholding its order, liturgy,  
doctrine, and discipline, defending it against all doctrines contrary to God’s Holy Word, 
and committing yourself to be accountable with those serving with you, and to the Bishop and those who 
are appointed to supervise your ministry? 
 
I will, with the help of God. 
 
Will you, for the sake of the church’s life and mission, covenant to participate in the life of the order into 
which you are commissioned? Will you give yourself to God in order to sustain and build each other up 
in prayer, study, worship, and service under the rule of life set forth in the vows you take this day? 
 
I will, with the help of God. 
 
May God, who has given you the will to do these things, give you grace to perform them, that the work 
begun in you may be brought to perfection. Amen.   
 
 
                                      
                                     INVOCATION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

 
*HYMN 648    God the Spirit, Guide and Guardian                        HYFRYDOL 

 
(verses 1 and 2) 

 
God the Spirit, guide and guardian, windsped flame and hovering dove, 

breath of life and voice of prophets, sign of blessing, power of love: 
give to those who lead your people fresh anointing of your grace;  

send them forth as bold apostles to your church in every place. 
 

Christ our Savior, sovereign, shepherd, word made flesh, love crucified, 
teacher, healer, suffering servant, friend of sinners, foe of pride: 
in your tending may all pastors learn and live a shepherd’s care; 

grant them courage and compassion shown through word and deed and prayer. 
 
    

The congregation may be seated and those being commissioned remain standing.    
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COMMISSIONING OF PROVISIONAL MEMBERS 

 
Candidates for commissioning stand and face the congregation. The bishop addresses the congregation.  
 
By affirming the covenant of baptism, all members of Christ’s holy church pledge to serve as Christ’s 
representatives in the world. 
 
Christ gave all of us this command:   “Ask the Lord of the harvest to send laborers into his harvest.” We 
have asked, and the Lord has answered. These sisters and brothers know our Savior’s concern for God’s 
people, see the plentiful harvest, and are ready to respond generously to the Lord in the words of the 
prophet: “Here I am, send me.” 
 
Urged on by the love of Christ and strengthened by the Holy Spirit, they now come to declare in public 
their desire to live out the covenant made at their baptism by binding themselves to the service of God 
under the supervision of the bishop and the guidance of colleagues in full connection and by being 
appointed to share as servant leaders in the body of Christ. 
 

Today we commission them to service as they continue to prepare for ordained ministry among us.  
 
 
 

INVOCATION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 

*HYMN 648    God the Spirit, Guide and Guardian                   HYFRYDOL  
 

(verses 3 and 4)
 

Great Creator, life bestower, truth beyond all thought’s recall, 
fount of wisdom, womb of mercy, giving and forgiving all: 

as you know our strength and weakness, so may those the church exalts 
oversee her life steadfastly yet not overlook her faults. 

 
Triune God, mysterious being, undivided and diverse, 

deeper than our minds can fathom, greater than our creeds rehearse: 
help us in our varied callings your full image to proclaim, 
that our ministries uniting may give glory to your name. 
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PRAYER OF COMMISSIONING  
 
The candidates kneel.  The Bishop, facing the congregation and extending arms over all the candidates, 
prays: 
 
God of the apostles and prophets, of the martyrs and teachers, you raise up men and women to be 
apostolic leaders in your church. By your Holy Spirit help these, your servants, to understand and live 
the mystery of your love with boldness and joy. Deepen their sense of purpose as they exercise 
commissioned ministry. Empower them, and those who will walk with them to guide their ministry, 
together with all your people, to heal the sick, love the outcast, resist evil, preach the Word, and give 
themselves freely for your name’s sake.  
 
The Bishop prays: 
 
Pour out your Holy Spirit upon Name. Send him/her now to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ, to 
announce the reign of God, and to equip the church for ministry, in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
The Bishop, Board of Ordained Ministry Chair and Conference Secretary present each commissioned minister a 
cross and a certificate. 

 
 

                                                         SENDING FORTH  
 
PRAYER AND DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING 
 
Bishop:  Let us pray. 
 
People:  We thank you, gracious God, for raising up among us faithful servants.  Clothe them with 
your righteousness, and grant that we, with them, may glorify you by giving ourselves to others.  
Amen. 
 
Bishop:  The grace of Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all always.  Go in peace to serve God and your neighbor in all that you do. 
 
People:  We are sent in Christ’s name.  Thanks be to God!  Amen. 
 
 
 
*RECESSIONAL HYMN 159  Lift High the Cross     CRUCIFER 
 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 
till all the world adore his sacred name.  

Come, Christians, follow this triumphant sign. 
The hosts of God in unity combine.  
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Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 
till all the world adore his sacred name.  

Each newborn servant of the Crucified  
bears on the brow the seal of him who died. 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 
till all the world adore his sacred name.  

O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree,  
as thou hast promised, draw the world to thee.  

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 
till all the world adore his sacred name.  

So shall our song of triumph ever be:  
Praise to the Crucified for victory!  

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 
till all the world adore his sacred name.  

 
 
CLOSING VOLUNTARY Allegro maestoso e vivace from Sonate II    by Felix Mendelssohn 
          
      

 
SPECIAL OFFERING FOR THE MINISTERIAL EDUCATION FUND 

 
Thank you for supporting the Ministerial Education Fund.  As we celebrate this great moment in the life 
of the Church, we also celebrate the role of the Ministerial Education Fund in the preparation of persons 
for ministry.  Through the Ministerial Education Fund, we directly support seminaries, scholarships to 
seminary students and local pastors, and the recruitment of candidates for ministry.  When our local 
churches give their Ministerial Education Fund apportionment, we invest in the lives of these persons 
recognized this afternoon. 
 
There are three ways to give to the MEF offering:    
 

1. Text "Frazer" to 833-603-3582 and follow the link provided. Be sure to select "AWF Ministerial 
Education Fund" from the list of designated funds.  

2. Give through your web browser at HTTP://frazer.church/awfumc. 100% of monies donated to 
this fund will be sent from Frazer to the Conference Office. 

3. Place checks or cash in the receptacles located on tables beside the entrance to the Worship 
Center.  Make checks payable to Alabama-West Florida Conference with notation “Ministerial 
Education Fund”. 
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