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Creator God, from chaos you created all things, and called them good. You called your people 
Israel and brought them out of bondage. You delivered them through the parched and barren 
lands to a new home. Through a cross, your Son called us to be your people.  And as a loving 
parent you have never deserted us. Your word is true and trustworthy and we will forever praise 
your name.   

Andrew, Katrina, Michael, Dorian…storms have come and gone…we will never be the 
same. Yet out of destruction we have found not death but new life and resurrection. As we stand 
in the long path of recovery after Hurricane Michael on October 10, 2018, we thank you that you 
have not forsaken us. We thank you for our first responders who came from Louisiana, Texas, 
and Oklahoma, the ones who have known the horror of devastation. We thank you for our 
neighbors on 30-A and our surrounding states who did not rest until the power was restored. We 
thank you for our brothers and sisters from around the country who have continued to pray, send 
teams, and financial resources to our churches and communities. We thank you for each day that 
has been better than the one before. We thank you for our community we call church, that 
through it we have lifted each other up, shared your love, proclaimed your name, and sang the 
hymns of our youth with renewed fervor and meaning. Your word has been nectar to our souls 
and fuel for our bodies.   

We have learned that we do not need a building to be the church. We have also learned how nice 
a building would be if we had one. O lord, you know we need workers and money from 
insurance in order to rebuild. We pray for the executives of our insurance companies that they 
would hear our cries for restoration and we pray for affordable housing for our laborers. As we 
pray for our needs we lift up our brothers and sisters in the Bahamas after Dorian. We pray for 
them and all who stretch out their arms in need to you.   

O Lord, you have delivered us from the brink of destruction but this storm is not over. Give us 
your strength so that we might persevere on the journey ahead. You have opened our eyes and 
hearts to the needs of our neighbors and we pray you will restore us so that we might better serve 
them. In all things, Lord, you are our hope so let us hold fast to your word and reach for new 
horizons in your holy name of Jesus. Through the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit we 
pray.  Amen.    

 


