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Amend paragraphs 15, 502, and 511 as indicated following: 

 

¶ 15. Article III.—The General Conference shall fix the ratio establish the basis of representation 

in the General, jurisdictional, and central conferences from the annual conferences, missionary 

conferences, and the provisional annual conferences episcopal areas, computed on a two-factor 

basis: (1) the number of clergy members of the annual conference and the missionary conference 

episcopal area, and (2) the number of professing members in the annual conference and the 

missionary conference episcopal area, provided that each annual conference, missionary 

conference, or provisional annual conference episcopal area shall be entitled to at least one 

clergy and one lay delegate in the General Conference and also in the jurisdictional or central 

conference. An episcopal area consists of all the annual, missionary, and provisional annual 

conferences over which one bishop presides. 

 

¶502.2. The number of delegates to which an episcopal area annual conference is entitled shall 

be computed on a two-factor basis: the number of clergy members of the episcopal area annual 

conference, and the number of members of local churches in the episcopal area annual 

conference.  

3. Delegates to the General Conference shall be elected at the session of the annual conference 

held not more than two annual conference sessions before the calendar year preceding the 

session of the General Conference. At least thirty days prior to the beginning of that calendar 

year, the secretary of the General Conference shall notify the bishop and the secretary of each 

annual conference of the number of delegates to be elected by that annual conference.  

4. The secretary of each annual conference, using the certificate of election form supplied by the 

secretary of the General Conference, shall report to the secretary of the General Conference the 

names, addresses, and such other information as may be required for delegates and reserves 

elected by the annual conference. 

5. The secretary of the General Conference shall prepare and send to each annual conference 

secretary credentials to be signed and distributed to the delegates and reserves elected by the 

annual conference. 
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¶511.5. The secretary of the General Conference shall calculate the number of delegates to be 

elected by each episcopal area annual conference, based on the factors specified above in ¶ 

502.1, 2 , as follows: 

a) One clergy delegate for the first 375 clergy members of the episcopal area annual conference 

and one clergy delegate for each additional 375 clergy members or major fraction thereof, and 

b) One clergy delegate for the first 26,000 members of local churches of the episcopal area 

annual conference and one clergy delegate for each additional 26,000 local church members or 

major fraction thereof, and 

c) A number of lay delegates equal to the total number of clergy delegates authorized as above. 

d) Every episcopal area annual conference shall be entitled to at least one clergy and one lay 

delegate. When the number of delegates allocated by the Secretary of the General Conference to 

any episcopal area is affected by this provision, the delegates are to be allocated among the 

conferences of an episcopal area by a committee of representatives of each conference of the 

area, in consultation with the presiding bishop. At least thirty days prior to the beginning of the 

earliest calendar year in which elections may be held, the bishop of any multiple conference 

episcopal area shall notify the Secretary of the General Conference and each conference within 

that episcopal area as to the number of delegates to be elected to General Conference and 

jurisdictional or central conference by each annual conference within the episcopal area. 

e) This formula is designated to comply with the Constitution, Division Two, Section II, Article I 

(¶ 13), which defines the minimum and maximum number of delegates to a General Conference. 

Should the computations provided in the paragraph result in a figure below the prescribed 

minimum or above the prescribed maximum for delegates, the Commission on the General 

Conference shall be authorized to remedy the situation by adjusting up or down the numbers of 

clergy members and members of local churches of the annual conference necessary to entitle an 

annual conference to elect delegates, any such adjustment to be proportionally the same for the 

two factors. 

f) At least thirty days prior to the beginning of the earliest calendar year in which elections may 

be held, the secretary of the General Conference shall notify the bishop and the secretary of each 
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annual conference of the number of delegates to be elected by that annual conference or in the 

episcopal area of which the annual conference is a part.  

g) The secretary of each annual conference, using the certificate of election form supplied by the 

secretary of the General Conference, shall report to the secretary of the General Conference the 

names, addresses, and such other information as may be required for delegates and reserves 

elected by the annual conference. 

h) The secretary of the General Conference shall prepare and send to each annual conference 

secretary credentials to be signed and distributed to the delegates and reserves elected by the 

annual conference. 

 

RATIONALE: 

This change will correct abuses of the current system wherein delegates are apportioned on the 

basis of annual conference membership. 

 


